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TRIBUTE TO BANU SINAR 

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY 
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 26, 2001 

Mrs. McCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise in recognition of Banu Sinar of New 
Hyde Park. I have named her Citizen of the 
Month in the Fourth Congressional District for 
August 2001 in recognition of her outstanding 
abilities and growth as a student in the Lit-
eracy Volunteers of America—Nassau County 
(LVA–NC). LVA–NC is a non-profit organiza-
tion that recruits and trains volunteers to work 
one-on-one or in small groups of students to 
improve their English language skills. 

I hope Banu’s example and her desire to 
improve her English and literacy skills will en-
courage people to volunteer their time to the 
Literacy Volunteers. With over 400 students 
waiting for help, I encourage the residents of 
the Fourth District to become involved. 

Banu was selected as 2001 Literacy Volun-
teers Student of the Year. Today, there are 
more than 1,000 students currently studying 
with the organization, free of charge. 

A Turkish immigrant who arrived in the 
United States two and a half years ago, 
Banu’s fluency in Turkish enabled her to per-
form well at the international trade company 
where she works as a purchasing and sales 
agent. However, in order to feel more at home 
in the United states and to help her young 
daughter with homework, she wanted to learn 
to speak English. Banu enrolled with LVA–NC, 
and was assigned to tutor Marion Legler, also 
of New Hyde Park. 

Banu’s accomplishments are truly remark-
able, and is an example of how tutors can 
make a difference in people’s lives. I applaud 
her motivation and extraordinary commitment 
to her studies. 

Wanting to contribute something to the or-
ganization that had assisted her so greatly, 
Banu helped to found LVA–NC’s new Student 
Advisory Council. The group was established 
as a forum for students to help develop pro-
grams to aid new adult learners. 

Banu lives with her husband Hankan and 
daughter Asli in New Hyde Park. I congratu-
late Banu and her family on this achievement, 
and on the impending birth of their second 
child in October. 
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OF OHIO
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Thursday, July 26, 2001 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of a great woman who has led a distin-
guished life of humanitarian activism, Ms. Vera 
Hall.

Ms. Hall is the daughter of Russian Immi-
grants who migrated to Ashtabula County 
where she grew up on a farm. Ms. Hall at-
tended Ohio State University and later trans-
ferred to Radio School during World War II 
and began a career communicating and re-
cording vital information to airline pilots. Dur-
ing the next 40 years Vera worked for the 
commercial airlines Pennsylvania Central 
which eventually became United Airlines. 
Throughout the four decades she was active 
in the labor movement first as ACEC and then 
CWA.

Her hobbies include gardening and the envi-
ronment along with issues concerning peace. 
Ms. Hall is an expert organic gardener whose 
colorful perennial flower gardens are breath-
taking. She is a dedicated environmentalist in 
her daily lifestyle as well as in her political be-
liefs. She is serious, committed, informed, and 
articulate on the issues of her concerns. She 
has served as the treasurer for both Womens 
International League for Peace and Freedom 
and for the Racial and Economic Equality. Ms. 
Hall has protested war, nuclear armament, 
racism, apartheid, and sexism. 

Ms. Hall also enjoys spending her time en-
joying the arts. She supports the theater, mu-
seums, music venues and other cultural insti-
tutions.

Mr. Speaker, please rise today and join me 
in applauding an individual who has made nu-
merous contributions to the Cleveland area, 
Ms. Vera Hall. 
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FOR PROVIDING VOCATIONAL 
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Thursday, July 26, 2001 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
am proud to introduce a bill which authorizes 
the use of a vessel to transport the naval har-
bor tug U.S.S. Hoga to Port Everglades, Flor-
ida, for use as a memorial to veterans and 
provide vocational seamanship training. 

This bill will carry out the longstanding intent 
of Congress in preserving and protecting his-
toric landmarks and national monuments. The 
U.S.S. Hoga is recognized by the United 
States Park Service as a national monument, 
and appears in the national register of historic 
places. Unfortunately, the U.S.S. Hoga is no 
longer seaworthy, and cannot safely be towed 
on the open sea. If towed through the water, 
it may fall apart, and we stand to lose this na-

tional monument forever. Thus, I encourage 
you, Mr. Speaker, and my colleagues here in 
Congress, to support this initiative that will 
allow a means to transport the U.S.S. Hoga 
on a transporter vessel, enabling the ship to 
arrive undamaged to the state of Florida. 

Veterans have long been the thread holding 
together out nation, defining American inde-
pendence, and ensuring American freedom. 
Despite the high concentration of World War II 
veterans in Florida, with the majority of them 
calling South Florida home, the state of Flor-
ida is the only coastal state without a com-
memorative World War II warship. This legisla-
tion will assist the U.S.S. Hoga Association in 
transporting the U.S.S. Hoga to its final resting 
place at the New River in Ft. Lauderdale, Flor-
ida.

Mr. Speaker, in the next two decades, the 
last of the World War II veterans will have 
passed on. As an immobile World War II vet-
eran, the U.S.S. Hoga will be a place for fu-
ture generations to pay homage to those who 
fought bravely under and for the United States 
flag. The U.S.S. Hoga is indeed a national 
treasure, and will serve many additional uses 
in the state of Florida. Currently, boatyards are 
underemployed, and fewer Americans con-
sider a calling to defend our great country. In 
addition to being a memorial, the U.S.S. Hoga 
will be used to train students in seamanship 
duties and promote national defense by pre-
paring young Americans for service in the 
United States Navy. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, let me say that I take 
a great deal of pride in the fact that South 
Florida boasts one of the nation’s highest per-
centage of World War II veterans. I would also 
like to commend the U.S.S. Hoga Association
for the tremendous work and effort it has con-
tributed to attain this goal. As we approach the 
65-year mark commemorating the beginning of 
World War II, I ask that we fulfill a small re-
quest made by Florida veterans to aid them in 
transporting a tribute to those citizens who 
fought for our country. 

I urge all of my colleagues to support this 
bill.
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HONORING WAYNE BEVILL 

HON. SAXBY CHAMBLISS 
OF GEORGIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 26, 2001 

Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to Dr./Rev. Wayne Bevill who is 
retiring after twenty-five years of dedication 
and service to the Macon Rescue Mission. Dr. 
Bevill has been such an inspiration to every-
one he comes in contact with and will be 
loved and missed by the staff and Board of Di-
rectors.

I have been pleased since my election to 
the House of Representatives to have served 
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